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We retired to our hammocks and were soon asleep,
Next morning the missing men were on parade !
" Ail present and correct, sir," announced the sergeant-
major.
" So they've returned, have they ? All right, sergeant-
major, have them locked up in the cells below and distribute
their duties among their fellows. That'll teach everybody
a lesson."
Later in the morning we began to move, and one of our
first jobs was to exercise the horses. I should say that horse-
boxes had been erected down the sides of the decks and the
horses were backed in so that they faced inside. Because of
possibility of fire there was no straw, the floor being
sprinkled liberally with sawdust and grit. One of our horses
was a ginger fellow called John, who was deeply attached
to a mare known as Jane. During our embarkation Jane
had walked quietly up the cocoanut matting on the ramp,
but John refused to budge, with the result that recourse had
to be made to a crane. A ledge running along the front of
the boxes prevented them from slipping, and wide belts
were suspended on which they could rest and take the
weight off their legs ; there was no room for them to lie
down.
Exercising horses on board ship takes a bit of doing. The
idea was for them to prance round on a piece of matting
on the deck, but the movement of the ship and of the houses
on shore made them particularly frisky. One poor man
got so badly kicked that he toppled over backwards and
fell through a hatch into the hold. He lived till we were
three days c*it and was buried at sea. After that it was
decided to let the horses grow fat.
Slowly we steamed oftt into the bay, and presently we
took up a position in line with other vessels and rested on
our beam. Then on the horizon we saw smoke. The flag-
ship of the Indian station, a battle-cruiser, and accompany-
ing destroyers were coming to take over the convoy, which
totalled forty-six ships, the largest convoy that had ever
sailed the seas. This was our first glimpse of the Navy
in action, and it was thrilling for gunners to see the